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clockmakers, who for a time were nearly all 
Roman Catholics, and later for the Chinese 
in general the god of watchmakers and all 
kinds of mechanics, and his statue is often 
found in their shops. On the Taling peak 
there is a pagoda built in honor of a god 
called Fang, who is Father Fabre, a French 
Jesuit who came to China in 1630 and died 
in 1650. The statue shows him in his canoni- 
cals. This missionary preached the gospel 



with wonderful results in the mountains of 
Shensi. 

Foreigners in American Universities 

Last year nearly four thousand students 
from foreign countries were enrolled in 
American colleges and Universities. China 
has 594 and Japan 336 students in this 
country and Mexico 223. — The Christian 
Intelligencer. 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



A New Evangelism Necessary 
to Efficiency 

In the Continent, Rev. Charles Stelzle 
vigorously takes up the general church situa- 
tion, suggesting that God is not dependent 
upon any one denomination to carry out his 
plan for the redemption of the world, and 
that he may again rebuke the church because 
of its apparent failure and inefficiency in 
meeting the problems of the day. 

From 1800 to 1900, says Mr. Stelzle, the 
church steadily increased in membership 
from 7 per hundred of the population to 24 
per hundred. During the ten years follow- 
ing—from 1900 to 1910 — it merely held its 
own. It is significant that when the churches 
make a special spurt through high-pressure 
evangelistic methods there is almost always 
a reaction immediately following. The low- 
est ebb during the past ten years followed 
much ado about evangelistic movements in 
practically every great Protestant body in 
this country. A slump came just at the 
time we were prophesying "a great awaken- 
ing." 

Another striking situation is found in the 
fact that movements distinctly religious in 
their nature, though free from ecclesiastical 
flavor, are rapidly developing outside the 
church. The labor movement is absorbing 
many men who were either once interested in 
church work or who would formerly have 
united with the church. The great social 
movements of the twentieth century are en- 



listing large numbers of men once active in 
the Christian ministry. Practically every 
secretary of the National Child Labor Com- 
mittee, for example, was once a Protestant 
preacher. Bishop Williams, of Detroit, said 
recently : 

The great movements of reform and recon- 
struction are seeking a home and a center about 
which they may organize and unify themselves. 
And there is none other like the church, if the 
church will only take them. This much is cer- 
tain. If that reconciliation is to be effected, the 
church cannot remake religion, cannot shrink it 
into the old convenient and conventional type, 
cannot crowd it back again into the old doctrinal 
and ecclesiastical forms. Religion made the 
church in the first place and it must remake the 
church today. 

It is being said that the recent decline in 
the membership of the church is due to the 
enormous increase of foreigners in this 
country. Yet there are proportionately no 
more foreigners here today than there were 
in i860. But where it is true, as in some of 
the large cities, that the proportion of for- 
eigners has increased in a few localities, the 
church has not stayed to see what religion 
would do for them. That the churches have 
so generally moved out of these foreign 
neighborhoods would seem to indicate that 
they themselves believe that their gospel is 
good for the foreigners only when it is ex- 
ported through the missionary societies. 
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Each new situation in the church's his- 
tory has demanded a new emphasis. It was 
the same gospel, but a forgotten truth was 
brought to light. As one studies the history 
of the church, it is apparent that the colossal 
figures in the church mark off periods in re- 
ligious history through difference in the em- 
phasis of their messages. Luther, Calvin, 
Wesley, Finney, and Moody taught, respec- 
tively, justification by faith, the sovereignty 
of God, the free will of man, the law of God, 
and the love of God. The prophet of the 
present day will be he who can so relate the 
older teachings of the church to the new 
emphasis on social service as to carry with 
him the great masses of the people. 

Stronger Group Spirit Needed in 
Churches 

That churches would be more efficient if 
Christians cultivated the spirit of corporate 
unity and responsibility is the contention of 
a writer in the Standard. Whether we like 
a preacher or not, whether we agree with all 
his methods or not, whether we care for all 
he says in the pulpit or not, we have every 
reason to keep our criticisms and our dislikes 
to ourselves, and there is every reason why 
we should back up the administration of a 
pastor, even though we may have but little 
in common with him and his methods. He 
is the leader whom the church has chosen, 
and as such he has a right to our support. 

A church that calls a minister does so in 
the assured belief that he is the one who is 
best fitted to meet that particular situation. 
As in matrimony, they take each other "for 
better, for worse." For the best success, 
each must overlook the other's faults. 
Mutual support is absolutely essential for 
ultimate success. And what is true of the 
home is equally true of the relation between 
a pastor and his people. Not a few difficult 
situations could be avoided if we had a new 
conception of what loyalty to one's church 
demands. 



The Stereopticon in the Church 

Discussing pictures as an aid to the 
church service, Rev. David P. Hatch writes 
very suggestively in the Congregationalist. 
He is sure that there will always be a large 
place for the stereopticon in the church. He 
says that, whatever the future may show as 
to the function of the moving picture in 
church worship, there is a permanent field 
for the lantern slide rightly used and dis- 
criminately applied. The stationary pic- 
ture has its own important service to render 
under appropriate surroundings, and that 
too for all ages and classes. 

The pastor may find the lantern to be one 
of his most useful aids if he is willing to put 
time and thought and careful preparation 
into his work, with at least a monthly illus- 
trated lecture arranged in advance, and 
looked forward to, as it will be, by the people 
as exceptionally helpful and delightful. But 
he must not regard it in any sense as a "mere 
entertainment," to be apologized for on the 
ground that people must have entertainment 
in church, for it is not in any way as a com- 
petitor with the moving-picture hall that the 
evening church service is to be considered. 
It is a dignified, instructive, and often im- 
pressive service, where people are helped to 
better thoughts, to larger outlooks on life, 
and to a wider range of reading, suggested 
sometimes by the subjects presented in the 
service. 

Bible history, gospel narrative, ancient 
civilizations, monuments of religious signifi- 
cance, biography, poetry, travel, church 
architecture, Old World shrines and scenes, 
missions— this is but a partial list of subjects 
to be treated most satisfactorily by the illus- 
trated service. Many sets of lectures cover- 
ing a wide field are available, but if one is to 
get the most satisfactory results he must be 
his own lecturer, not simply memorizing 
another's composition. 

A beautifully illustrated solo is an occa- 
sional variation that never fails, when 
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suitably rendered, to make the service im- 
pressive. It may be sung in an adjoining 
room or chapel occasionally, and if there is a 
chorus the congregation may unite in it with 
good effect, while a genuine element of wor- 
ship is felt by the entire audience. 

The Illuminated Revolving Cross 

A novel church sign is described in the 
Western Christian Advocate, which states 
that, so far as can be learned, the first re- 
volving cross that was ever erected on any 
church in the world was recently installed on 
the tower of Calvary Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the city of San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 

The revolving feature adds at least 50 per 
cent to the attracting power of the lighted 
cross, and is very simple to instal. It only 
requires an eighth of a horse-power motor, 
attached by belts to gearing, which in turn 
makes revolve an eighteen-foot hollow iron 
pipe, to which the cross is attached. The 
lights are connected by a contact with the 
hollow iron pipe. The entire cost of the first 
revolving cross ever erected was only sixty- 
eight dollars, and it has been running with- 
out a single mishap four months, without 
even a light being changed. And this with 
the full force of the Pacific trade winds 
against it every day as it turns to face the 
great western ocean night after night, shin- 
ing out over the sunset district of San Fran- 
cisco like a lighthouse. 

The cost of maintenance of this strikingly 
attractive and dignified instrument of church 
advertising is so small that in Calvary 
Church, the pastor informs us, the electric 
bills from month to month have hardly 
shown an increase. 

Since its installation, the revolving cross, 
shining out night after night in the great, 
indifferent, western metropolis, has attracted 
so much attention that the attendance at 
this particular church has increased 200 per 
cent, and Sunday after Sunday its seating 



capacity is not large enough to accommodate 
the crowds. 

A Church School for Babies 

A unique welfare and educational work 
for very young children is being inaugurated 
in connection with the West Park Baptist 
Church, of St. Louis, under the auspices 
of the Ladies' Auxiliary. The plan pro- 
vides for a four-year course, with an actual 
attendance of only one week per year for 
each baby, and enrolment in successive 
classes of Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, 
and Seniors. The children finish their 
course and receive their diplomas before 
reaching kindergarten age. The freshman 
class this year has an enrolment of 127 
babies. 

In the one week that the "college" is 
in session, everything about babies in 
general will be ascertained and exploited 
for the benefit of the children and their 
parents. Most of the "learning" is done 
by the fathers and mothers, under the 
guidance of a faculty of expert physicians, 
nurses, and psychologists. Parents are 
taught how to bring up their children in 
the best way. The college is affiliated with 
the United States Baby Census Bureau. 

The aim of the four-year course is to 
secure exceptionally good physical and 
mental care for the child until he has passed 
the earlier formative period of his life. In 
this way it is hoped to fit children for school 
according to the needs of each and to dis- 
cover and check all defects before they 
progress too far. A contest will be held at 
the end of each year to determine whether 
the "student" is fitted to go up into a 
higher class; and when the baby has 
finished the fourth year the diploma is 
awarded. 

Some of the lectures for parents this 
year were: "The Prevention of Contagious 
Diseases," "Preparation of Children for 
School," "Children's Diseases," "Baby 
Welfare," "Early Religious Training of 
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Children." Further information about the 
school can be had from Mrs. Frank 
De Garmo, 6186 Washington Boulevard, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

The Church and the Immigrant 

In the Reformed Church Review for 
July, 1914, Mr. A. E. Dahlmann writes on 
"The Church and the Immigration Prob- 
lem." Never have such large numbers of 
foreigners been in this country; there is a 
danger that they are not sufficiently assimi- 
lated, especially when they form settlements 
of their own in our large cities, and that 
the standard of social righteousness will 
be lowered by their influence. Here lies 



the duty of the church. The church 
is the divinely appointed and most efficient 
agency for the betterment of human con- 
ditions. It is moreover under obligation to 
render an important service to the state in 
return, keeping intact the foundation on 
which the state is built. The church must 
therefore work directly among the immi- 
grants by missions, settlement houses, etc., 
and indirectly by creating public opinion 
against overcrowding in settlements, the 
sweating system, and all kinds of social 
evils. The church must first of all teach 
church people to treat the immigrant as a 
brother-man for whom Christ died and 
lives. 



